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Port Houston Surpasses Three Million TEUs
On Pace for Another Record Year
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Aerial view of Port Houston’s Bayport Container Terminal.

HOUSTON — Port Houston crossed the three million TEU mark in September, reaching 3,270,595
twenty-foot equivalent units (TEUs) year-to-date, the fastest pace in Port Houston’s history. Total
container volumes are up 5% year-to-date compared to last year.

“Three million TEUs and counting; this is the earliest we’ve ever reached that mark,” said Charlie
Jenkins, CEO of Port Houston. “Every container moved represents partnership, collaboration, and trust
across the global supply chain, and we’re proud to see that reflected in Port Houston’s continued
growth.”



For the month of September, Port Houston handled 337,659 TEUs, a 2% increase from the same month
in 2024. Loaded exports continued to rise, up 13% for the month and 7% year-to-date, driven by
Houston’s strong resin and manufactured goods. Loaded import volumes softened slightly for the
month, though they remain up 3% year-to-date. While Port Houston anticipates a more measured pace
at its container terminals through the fourth quarter, overall performance remains consistent and
positioned for a solid year-end finish.

Steel imports declined 56% in September but are nearly flat year-to-date. General cargo is up 1% year-
to-date, and total tonnage across Port Houston’s public terminals reached 41,593,972 short tons
through September, up 5% compared to the same time last year. That continued growth reflects
Houston’s expanding role in connecting markets and moving essential goods worldwide.

In September, Port Houston representatives participated in the PromPeru Ports & Trade Seminar to
highlight how Houston’s infrastructure supports Peruvian imports, particularly the growing demand for
fresh fruit and perishables. In fact, reefer imports increased 19% year-to-date through August, much of
it driven by trade with Latin America.

Although refrigerated cargo is a growing segment, Houston’s largest cargo segment remains anchored in
energy-related exports driven by the region’s petrochemical sector. “Our regional economy thrives
thanks to a strong foothold in energy cargo and commercial trade,” Jenkins said. Houston continues to
be the Energy Capital of the World, with new data from the Greater Houston Partnership showing nearly
200,000 people across the area working in energy production, generation, and transport, which is more
than any other metro in the country. “As the city expands its clean energy workforce, Port Houston
remains committed to being a strategic leader for the Houston Ship Channel, the nation’s No. 1
maritime gateway for commerce.”

This November, that leadership will be on full display as Port Houston hosts the fourth annual Houston
International Maritime Conference (HIMC25), bringing together leaders from across the maritime,
energy, and logistics sectors to explore the trends shaping the future of global trade. Industry
professionals are invited to attend from November 2-5 at the Hilton Americas in Downtown Houston.
Learn more and purchase tickets at porthouston.com/himc.

About Port Houston

For more than 100 years, Port Houston has owned and operated the eight public wharves and terminals along the
Houston Ship Channel, including the area’s largest breakbulk facility and two of the most efficient container terminals
in the country. Port Houston is the advocate and a strategic leader for the Channel. The Houston Ship Channel
complex and its more than 200 private and eight public terminals is the nation’s largest port for waterborne tonnage
and an essential economic engine for the Houston region, the state of Texas, and the U.S. The Port of Houston
supports 1.54 million jobs in Texas and 3.37 million jobs nationwide, and economic activity totaling $439 billion in
Texas — nearly 20 percent of Texas’ total gross domestic product (GDP) — and $906 billion in economic impact across
the nation. For more information, visit the website at PortHouston.com.
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